THE BR Y SON INCIDENT 

Captain R Ci. K. Williamson 

Bryson was i squat, hroad shouldered, evil looking man. wilh a face 
trial mirrored his violent nature. His no\e was misshapen in jn 
extraordinary uav and somcJuw gave his appearance a l^hd invinin 
During his yuuth he acquired a reputation for bullying and hruwltng 
His name hecame well known to the H.U.C. through hi* L nminal 
activities and when "the troubles" began in I ¥6* Ur)vm readily Joined 
ihe ProvKioruil I K \ He carne from i herccl> Republican Family .nci 
wa& more titan fntcfbl for the opportunity io indulge his homicidal 
tends, ncics. 

During Ihe escalation of insurrection m Belfast in 1^71 Brvson 
developed inu> a cunning ruthless killer. Hii reputation was greatly 
enhanced by a spectacular escape from ihe prison ship Maidstone uhen 
he a&4 six Olhefi fwun ihe SC| January waters to freedom Although 
Hryvon was known throughout ReJFa^t he Operated raajnJy in Ihe 
Elallyrnurphy area where his crude leadership and shooting exploits 
made him the object of a cull following. He probably reached the peak 
or his power and notoriety durinjt the truce period in June. I ^7 2 He 
took command of the Ball>murphv Ptovbaonal Company and eaercised 
absolute contra! over the people living in the area. He ruled by a system 
of terror which demanded and sen universal obedience He was also 
extremely active himself and is known to liave -diot a number *\\ snldie^ 
and policemen personally. Ihe weapon he invariably uwd Uu viupina 
was an Armulite rifle with a telescopic sight. When he was finally caught 
in November "TI it brought considerable relief to the Security Forces, 
However m March "7* he made an audacious escape from I rumlin Road 
t ourt House 

Al about this time anoOwi Pr- v i-i'-'iul wa* treating ^omcthina; of a 
reputation. Patrick Mulvcnna, who had been Brs son's adputani became 
the O.C. of the Halfymurphy. In the meant imc Bryson went South with 
a fellow Fugitive called Frank Dully who wav aim a notorious 
Hally murphy Provisionat. Whih* in Hire they were both charged with 
robbing a hank in Dublin and Bryson wus \ubveouemSv es pel led from 
iht- Proskionat Movement because he recognised the Court. In their 
Abtence Mu henna rapidly began to acquire the same sort of charisma 
as Rryson hy ewraninu the clutches oF ihe Arm* on two uccasiorK and 
shooting several soldiers 

Ihe arrival of ^ R.G.J. in July coincided with the embryonic 
beginnings of a step-up in the ever present friction between the Official 
and Provisional I R. V In the ttallymurphv. which wav taken over b> 
"S" Company, the Oftlciak under the leadership of Ronald hunting, 
Ihe renegade son of Major Bunting, fan Paisley's rijcliL band man. were 
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particularly militant. The rale oF "Sccunly-l'urccvNul-lmukctl" 
vlu!N>tjii t s% iiht- weekly under I tic interested attentions of "5" Company. 
"Kncccapping" was the most common outcome of a system of mutual 
reprisal operated by the two l.R A. wings *S ,r Company achieved a 
very Juan rale of weapon timis and arrests and Bene rail*- asserted Uicir 
presence without receiving the normal acrimony associated with the 
practice of "'dom mutiny" iht afej 

Ptlitkii pomtmng good source* one of (he chief methods uwd by ,b S" 
< ompany to collect tactical intelligence .mil maintain general 
surveillance on the area wj^ Llie use of OF s [here would often he three 
and sometimes four l) KsoicrlookingUirTcre.nl parts of the urea. On the 
morning of 3 1 si August J. corporal and n. rifleman climbed stealthily into 
the attic of a llit di recti) aboii- the mf.msouJ Bullring A hofcc m the 
roof, caused h> some musing nk-s jtflurdvd ihcm a gat* A \ 'wv>, of the 
Bullring and roads leading it the position w*s tramped and 

allowed In tie. mmcmcnl hit shooting. The corporal and the rifle nv>n 
sen led down stoically lo their task. 

At me kjimmi; of \ugu*l Br>&on, despite hii expulsion, wa\ asked by 
I he Provisional Brigade Star! to return lo the Bally murphy and help 
redress the balance against the (Jftfaiiak He accepted the invitation and 
moved North with Frank Duffy In similar fashion lo Burning he set 
about terror thing the Eotul OJfkiats In uik lelchralcd incident he lined 
several of them up at gunpoint against y wall, inside a drinking club, and 
then proceeded to spray the roof with an Armalitc rifle on automatic 
rue I he implications, of this, were not knl on the Officials svho decided 
thai Bryson would have lo he executed They convened a meeting a 
week later at which they discussed hou and *hu should carry Ihii out. 
Brian Trainer* antious to make an impression on his older colleagues, 
volunteered to he nan of the execution party His offer was quickly 
accented hut his enthusiasm dwindled significantly when he found lh.it 
he alorte was the execution party. 

1 1 was the i.orporal\ turn "on staV Him huhc**ere hea inning to ache 
slightly Neither he nor the rifleman had seen anything of particular 
interest: it w nam 11,10 hour*. During the course of ihc day he had 
frequently expected to he discovered hy the free ranging children of the 
Ballymurphy. With a long suffering! vigh he glanced out or the hole and 
mechanically began to take notice of an oloe green Hillman Hunter 
at the bottom of Ballymurphy Hoad It was travelling at an c*en spriV 
towards the Hullnnp Suddenly to the corporal's aslonrthment he noticed 
three niles sucking out of the window v As the car reached the Bullring 
it began lo .sound its horn at regular intervals. Frantically the corporal 
began to report what he waa seeing whilst at ihc same time reaching fur 
hrs rifle. The car made one circuit and drove off down GienaJina Road 
before the corporal could even point hrs rifle out of the hole He began 
to interpret the details of the after images still tniprmled on his mind. 
There had been four men, three rifles; One armalile. a c^im.: I .n . 



something el*e He 41111. Us reamed further detail* ut itero hoping M> 
alert other O P s and Tool paLroii. 

A vhorl 1iniL- before iliu iiiun I minor, ihv sounjr. timcial Vohinieei 
hud sti oui from a house in the Hullymurpht with a "grease gun". His 
order* were to shoot Bryson "O sifcht l^crt no* he whs walking nervously 
roimd lhe hm Kim of {ilcnalinu kn.ul Miih lMl- yu .L-.L- l-sj:- uMiicukd 
under hii "noisy jttvkci'" dope rate h regrcllinB. his earlier rash decision 
to accept the a.ssitiiiiiiL'iii .nui hupinj .kgains-i hop* he uouldni see 
Rn«n. 

The green Hillman wa.s reported h> jftneher Q.P, musing round lfoc 
jKfl foJIuued by a red van 1 he corporal and the rifleman a cm tense sib 
they lisle ncd to ihe radio nei add %i rained I heir c>e* for !hc possible 
reanrna ranee of lhe car. They begun lo he allai:fced by reelings of sdf- 
Ji>uh« Wert- iJktl MCLifnnv-i l>f Weren't lhe™'* 

Hci.in irjuiar .uuhknU -inpix'J m Hi* n.uks the big MHIm.m 

Hunter sui-pi round iht li>iikt IK- mudc ihji the MjkaMc feature* 

of Jim 9ry*on und sa* rifles sticLmg lmjL of the window*. An inslunl 
assessment of the odd* and discretion being the belter nan of valour lie 
darted into an alleyway on J tried lo eru*e wh.it he'd fust seen from his 
mind. WUh rUS pub* racing madly he I hen run hack lo the house he tl 
sel out from fusler ihun he had ever run before. 

WTial in rait wa« happening wan thai Bryson. Paddy Muhcnnu, 
Hirahi' (>"K;iwe and I rank Lhiflv were ..In*- inc. around ihr Hulk murnhj, 
paitry to show their dit record for the Army and parity to hurmh'&ic, lhe 
Onkiak 

I spile his vigilance lhe corporaJ -a as taken h> Mjfpn.se svhen the C4ir 
LijaMe.i4ui1.-1h »K'n>w ike Hull ring r«dlm^d1i> the Red ^un Tliey slopftfd 
at the iti nction or ftaPlymtirphy Road and WhiteclilFe Parade lhe 
occupant* equally girt out and H-ryson begun to direct them to arnhush 
positions. The corporal gingerly pushed one of lhe I ilex in rnsiii id* him 
141 line suit- u» as lo get a belter view and a bo lo enable him lo create 
4 cramped fire patffejan. Soddcnb one of the toose tile* rfu tiered acroyi 
the nnif *md crashed to the k round alerting the attention at the am hush 
group, 00c or whom tired in the general direction i^f the O.P. The 
corporal immediately returned four round:., although he could scarcely 
mm, He forced to pull 1iK rifle in when 11 developed a sioppaice, 
During this intenal the am hush party muvl have returned lo their ears: 
and left because tfrhen lhe corporal looked aRam there v^us no one there. 
HuuniE given their pihition a^an lhe corporal and rinrmuo sc\ .ihhuit 
enlarging the hole by Ik' king oilier tile* on I I he corporal put his head 
out to try aad get a- better \icw of w hai hud happened He to it hd row it 
vharpU as n*o rounds. ?m lhe ronf He UrcJ Hiree quick slmts at u kuu- 
nmn he c&ught a glimpse of behind one of the hou-ve% 10 his from, hut 
mi\sed. 1 1 no* teemed clear I ha! the car und the van had none, lhe rifle- 
man hurriedly fuiLed I heir ki|. Just .n lhc\ ^erc leaunu the corpora] 
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wu amazed to uc I he green Hill man Hunter cmeriLme from VVIuiechrl L - 
I'a hide and turning right on m H.^kinuinhx Ki^ul huHik^lh Rrwm had 
hecome confused by the problem that had so often cnaNed him n> itm n|V 
tm^alhed fmm hit n*H tflipiftg .ni,ukt zu LU V piihi. ihat 4rf determining 
where the Fire had come From. He had thrown the tar iiilo ■ wild "U" 
(urn in Whuechffe Parade becau * He IrkHJsht si was leading htm towards 
dungcr \\ l'jla turned inin EJ-dlh rtiurphv Road, Padth MuKeunu flrttt 
l*o thiols horn his Armaltie fine. Iric corporal pre.ttc;l hi** cy< to the 
Il-!l^i'Pil -kiiiht of S.L.H. and hegan Siring rapidly at ihe hark of the 
accelerating Ililhn.i-i Munlcr. lie had to compensate for the hrvt shift* 
which went tnv, I-.-'! .md i hen lirrit rfHcn iuoil- tholt.it ihc retreating Car 
Irving In incapacitate il before it reached the corner 

In tide the car the fiMjr gunmen were writhing in hysterical panic 
□ Rawe, who wai. silting behind llr>ton. the driver, wa* dimmed inlo 
the from beat at a bullet ripped in Id hi* left shoulder. Duffy, ailing be- 
hind Muhcnmi. gmwcllcd on IFil- floor ul the Kick. Look in* up he »w 
the tiifhi which rusurtied him far week*, Brjson's head was jerked 
forward wilh a dull thump ai a ".6^ entered I he hack of his rtL*vk. lie 
slumped forward over the steering whed as ihe car careered into the 
garden of Ha Ik inurphs Road Ihe three other* cowered in the? hot torn 
m\ thcviif cemponinU niiii-.i-.hdr.L- I *rth shuck. 

I he corporal .ind ihe rifleman observed ihe craved car two hundred 
met ret .1 way far a moment and then jumped down from Ihe attic into the 
flats below, where lhc> took up lire portion* to eovcr ihti car. By this 
stage S" { umndii) root patroh were cknini in on Ihe nun Knitr Im- 
pulsive^ Mukcnnj flunii open the tiiwir sif in* fjr und ml led onto the 
IfcajBd He *as now aware of where the shooting was com in k from and 
hred a long hurst on automatic ill the O.P with hit Armalilc Duffy 
raised ihe M.t carbine gnen to him earlier hv Bryson and hcum-. in im>- 
Trom the hack of the car. Mukenna then decided to fcet up and so. As 
he did vi ihe corporal hred ihree ihots, two of which hil. and MmIu'iuvi 
died instantly. As he changed his magazine he ttuw Bimho ORawe 
clutching a Garend running towards the front door of number 99 Bally- 
murphy kiwi \gain he tired three sholv ftming tTRawe a* he pilched 
fLfcr^anl inside ihc houtc Meanwhile Duffy had scrambled out i*f ihe Car 
itnJ was sfiriiHing towards the aMeywus between ^5 and °7 B^IEymurphv 
Rnad. The corporal fired a flruil three shots hut missed. 

When the "5" Company foot rmtfots reached the car accompanied hi 
ihe corpt»ral and rifleman from the O F. they found MuKenria tlevid, 
HntiMi dfi-pU iiiiL-on scions ami trUiiwt- ItadK wounded in Ihe hack 
garden of 99 Ba1h murphy Road. 

IK- Batlymurphy w.it ttunr-d i-t ^hal had happened. As I hey 
crowded round the scene they stood mesmerised by the fight of the. 
bodies heini; taken away An UnannnUfKCd amnctfy seemed to exist 
whiltt 1 1 Te sating actions were carried out on O'Rawc and Bry^nn. 
Violent aflmKHity against ihe Army wit inescapably ab«wnl until voices 



I lit 



were heurd satin* "the Stkkjfcs done UuY\ Mulsenna buned * 
week later. Brvsnn died on Ilnd September afld O l Ri*(, King 
hi! live timet, mcrttred Hie ohnwri^ ^ hrsi t*u fefemnL- i-. 
"fr.nemies 0* Ireland" rathe* lhan -</n>*Ji Fore**" under1in*d ihe 
popular iwlkws fclmt Ihey died aa * mull «f an OfrWiai L.R..\ uriibusn 

The uL-hicwmenl of "S" 1 tympany ™a* ^ htoMy Suable it 
destroyed jrauahly Ihc be*i Prtwiikxiil A .S.U. in Be I fail and 
of two of ihc nio*l wauled and dangerou* men in rWihern J re land I he 
crTcvl uf Uicm: J L .ii ^js du.il ,< m -l ic-s dtm.^ihMna Mow uuhe 
Provincial CunpMty 1 - Total »ar between Ihc previa wmk and Lh* 
nftkidh was on ft avoided by vmenuou* tombmcd efforts erf rcalmint by 
ihc kSnnndc starK t >r the ivu. rcspecihe «iuy- II initwicJ &i hislih 
iihiireeJ cimrmnUitiLHi which maed several weeks TftfeCMM the l,R. A. 
to become eeulffy intro*<««;tise and iherefore inerTeeme aKaiml ihe 
Security threes al a lime when the tio^ernmenl. engrossed lit the riclKalc 
nc«olutKTfi% to Form an eMLUlhe fn;wn Lhe AwwrnRn . *cre an* few* not 
to |, c u> be emns leeway lo She Army lo help h fildhi ihe let roml 

In (h( |4al1>murphy luil- of the hrM hkm.1 in the ending '■£> I U \ 
P.I.R A. Feu J" came ^hortlv «ifi*f ihc -4Hxtfiji|j, Information *as 
^supplied by a PTrmsHinal source whkh Led U> Ihc discover of a 
B Mn" .md a "VhiMrtpMHi machine tfLirc .\!vo n» tin- Hin»« where iltrt **tl- 
fcrnnd *a-i a v*n<m Brian Trtinor His immediale arre<a compreied, 
for him. u very had djy. 
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